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was  these  efforts which formed the  foundation  of the
Isaurian successes.
From the standpoint of European history Leo Ill's most
important work was accomplished in the first year of his
reign, when he repulsed the Arab forces from the walls of
the capital. Even Charles Martel's great victory of Poitiers
in 732 was less decisive, for Byzantium had met the full
force of the Umayyad Empire at the gateway of Europe.
With the succession of the Abbasid dynasty in 750, after a
period of internal strife, the centre of Muslim power moved
eastward to Bagdad, and Asia's threat to the Bosphorus was
not renewed for many centuries. Constantine V was able to
recover Cyprus in 746 and to push back the Anatolian
frontier to the eastern boundary of Asia Minor. For the
fortunes of the Roman Empire Leo's initial success is com-
parable with that of Heraclius, who overcame the Avars
and Persians in the hour of their greatest strength. But the
Bulgarians, who had replaced the Avars in the Danube
region, found themselves on this occasion in the pay of
Byzantium, and such was the military prowess of the Isaurian
rulers that it was not until the close of the eighth century that
Bulgaria began to present a real problem.
The administrative policy of Leo and Constantine appears
to have followed approved methods of safeguarding the
central power, and to have included an extension of the
theme-system which their predecessors had instituted for
the defence of the threatened provinces. The publication of
the Edoga^ a new legal code modifying the law in the direc-
tion of greater 'humanity', was a more radical measure.
Philanthropic, was a traditional duty of Rome's sovereigns
towards their subjects, but the new code signified a departure
from the spirit of Roman law, especially in the sphere of
private morals and family life, and an attempt to apply
Christian standards in these relations. It is a proof of the
latent strength of the legacy left by pagan Rome that, de-
spite the renewed influence of the Church, a reversion to
the old principles took place later under the Macedonian
regime.
Most revolutionary of all, in Byzantine eyes, were the
Iconoclastic decrees. The campaign opened in 7263 when